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by Way of Execution, as aforefaid. Thijs A& to endure for Three Years,
and to the End of the next Seffion of Aflembly after the End of the faid Three
Years.

Pafi'd June 3d, 1715,

B73 An A& for the Speedy Tryal of Criminals, and Afeevtain-
2ng their Punifbment, in the County-Courts, when Profecuted
there; and for Payment of Fees due from Criminal Perfons.

W‘H EREAS many A&s of Affembly have been heretofore made
againft Thieving and Stealing, which, at this prefent, are not fufficient
to prevent the Committing thofe Crimes, or to punith them when committed ;
Be it therefore Ena&ed by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the
Advice and Confent of His Majefty’s Governor, Council, and Affembly of this
Province, and the Authority of the fame, That it fhall and may be lawful to
and for the feveral Juftices of the County-Courts of this Province, to hold
Plea of, adjudge, and in lawful Manner determine all Thieving and Steal-
ing of any Goods or Chattels whatfoever, not being above the Value of Ope
thoufand Pounds of Tobacco ( Robbery, Burglary, and Houfe-breaking ex-
cepted ) and every Perfon or Perfons, legally convigted of any fuch Thieving
and Stealing, (except before excepted) by Teftimony of One fufficient Evi
dence, not being the Party grieved, before any fuch County-Court, as afore-
faid, fhall and may caufe 1o be punifhed, by paying Four-fold of the Value of
the Goods fo thieved or ftoln, as aforefaid, and the ftoln Goods return to
the Party or Parties grieved thereby, and by putting into the Pillory, and
whipping {o many Stripes, as the Court, before whom fuch Matter is tried, fhall
adjudge; (not exceeding Forty) which Court fhall always adjudge the Value
of the Goods fo thieved and ftolen, as aforefaid s and if any fuch Perfon fo con-
vi¢ted, have not fufficient Goods and Chattels, or be a Servant, whereby he
is incapable to have Goods and Chattels to fatisfie and pay the faid Four-fold ;
in every fuch Cafe, fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall receive the Corporal Punifh-
. K ment, as aforefaid, and fatisfie the Four-fold, and Fees of Conviétion, by Ser-
vitude,

AN D be it hereby Enaced and Declared by the Authority, Advice, and Con-
fent aforefaid, That the Time of Service of a Free Perfon convig, as aforefaid, not
having Goods and Chattels, as aforefaid, fhall commence from the Time of
his Conviction, as aforefaid ; and the Time of Service of 2 Servant conviét, as
atorefaid, fhall commence at the Expiration of fuch Time of Servitude, to
which, at the Time of his Conviction, he ftood bound ;- which Time of Servi-
tude, for Satisfaction for the ftoln Goods and Fees, accrued as aforefaid, fhal]
be adjudged by fuch County-Court, either to the Party grieved, or any other
Perfon the Court fhall order fuch Convig to, that will then and there pay, or
{ecure to be paid, the Four-fold, and Cofts aforefaid, at the Difcreticn of the
Court : And if any Perfon or Perfons fhall receive or take part of fuch ftoln :
Gcods, or affift the Perfon, fo ftealing, as aforefiid, to make away and conceal !
them, being legally convi, as aforefaid, fhall fuffer the fame Coporal Pains
with the Party ftealing, as aforefaid ; any Law, Scatute, Ufage, or Cuftom to ,
the contrary notwithftanding, And if any Perfon or Perfons have been once ’
convicted of any fuch Thieving and Stealing, (‘except before excepted ) and z
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